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Campaign Limits Comparison Chart 

City Standard 
Contribution Limit 

(no cap agreement, If 
applicable) 

Contribution 
Limit bonus if 
Agreement is 

made 

Voluntary Expenditure 
Cap* 

Reporting 
Minimum 

Campaign 
Dates 

Districts? 

Milpitas, 70k  $250 None Over $99 None n/a 

Cupertino, 60k   $28,000   5 members at 
large 

Gilroy, 52k $100 $250 .50 per resident   Mayor plus 6 
members at large 

Palo Alto, 64k   $14,000 Over $50  9 members 

Saratoga, 29k    Over $25  5 members 

San Jose, 1M   .75 per resident/Mayor 
and 1.25 for council 

 180 days 
before 
election – end 
midnight day 
before 
election 

Mayor plus 10 
members in 
Districts 

Santa Clara, 120k $260, indexed $520, indexed $38,300, indexed Over $99.99 8 month cycle 
– cutoff for 
last deposit is 
11 days prior 
to election 

Mayor plus 6 
members, all at 
large 

San Diego, 1.3M  $550 council / 
$1050 mayor 

    

Sunnyvale, charter 
city, 147k 

$100     7 members who 
elect Mayor 

Union City, 75k $720     Mayor plus 4 
members 

Livermore, 83k $250    58th day after 
election – 5th 
day before 
election 

Mayor plus 4 
members at large 

Campbell, 40k      Mayor plus 4 
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members 

Santa Cruz, 59k $350  $0.60/resident - $38,064   7 members with 1 
appointed as 
Mayor for 1 yr 
term 

Hayward, 144k $308 $1261 $64,292-2014 ($50k-
20040 

  Mayor plus 6 
members 

Fremont 215k $570   $100 1/1 after 
election-
12/31 of 
election 
(~2yrs) 

Mayor plus 4 
members 

San Leandro, Charter, 
84k 

     Mayor plus 6 
members at large, 
but live in districts 

Mountain View, 78k  $15,000 
*increased 3% 
per year 

City will pay $500 toward 
ballot statement 

   

Benicia, 28k $250 $28,000 
*adjusted by CPI 

   *no more than 
$5000 in personal 
funds 

Sunnyvale, charter 
city, 148k 

$2,500     7 seats, candidates 
can efile through 
NetFile 

 

San Diego – Contribution Limitations for Political Party Committees - $10,300 for council and $20,650 for mayor 

Campbell – 40k,  

Los Altos – unable to locate any campaign regulations 

Los Gatos – unable to locate any campaign regulations 

Morgan Hill – use the SCC Registrar of Voters 

San Martin – too small to include any info – not sure if they have a city website 

Sunnyvale – broken link to their Campaign Ethics Guide  


